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NEWS

Muslim learning centre eyes

Centre administrator Zunaid Moosa. Pictures: MAT SULLIVAN

ARVIND HICKMAN

Gezim Recaj and Mathew Jenkins in the bookshop.

IT’S a place where young Muslim
men and women can gather, learn
about their religion and socialise.

But despite an open-door policy,
Liverpool’s Global Youth Centre
in George St was not always
welcoming of the media.

Early in the new year, the
Liverpool Leader paid the George
St youth centre a rare visit to find
out what went on inside the hall.

We were greeted at the front
entrance by the centre’s adminis-
trator Zunaid Moosa.

The father of three is one of 17
volunteers who manage the centre
and its activities.

A son of South African
migrants, Mr Moosa has devoted
his life to the way of Islam.

He grew up in Raby in
Campbelltown, has a degree in
aviation studies and works as a
recruitment consultant.

Mr Moosa told the Leader the
centre was established in 2000.

‘‘A few men wanted something
for the Liverpool region and found
a prominent speaker, Sheik Feiz of
Lakemba, who agreed to start the
centre,’’ the 28-year-old said.

‘‘It was for the purpose of
propagating Islam and helping the
kids out in this area.’’

The centre’s premises, once an
old rundown gym and adjacent
offices, has been completely refur-
bished by members.

It now comprises a large prayer
hall, library, gymnasium, separ-
ated women’s room, offices, can-
teen, bathrooms and storage facili-

ties, all paid for through
donations.

Blackboards and whiteboards
adorn the walls, reminding visi-
tors of the heavy focus on edu-
cation.

The library is home to hundreds
of books, ‘‘inspirational’’ videos
and resources on Islam and his-
tory. There are personal com-
puters with Internet access, TVs
and a bookshop.

Apart from teaching children
about Islam in madrassahs (re-

ligious classes) the centre runs
daily prayers and recreational
activities, including soccer and
basketball competitions, camps,
festivals and social events.

‘‘It started with 20 to 30 people in
the first year and now we would
get about 1000 people who attend
throughout the week,’’ Mr Moosa
said.

‘‘What brings them together is
the educational lessons we pro-
vide and the brotherness, the
togetherness and homely feeling.’’

T h e c e n t r e a t t r a c t s a
multinational crowd.

There are Bangladeshis ,
Indonesians, South Africans,
Arabs, Pakistanis, Bosnians,
Italians and Somalians. Followers
of all ages attend – but it is
targeted towards youth aged from
six to 21.

Mr Moosa said an open-door
policy meant youth from troubled
backgrounds often found sanctu-
ary at the centre.

He said the centre also raised
funds for charities such as Human
Appeal and Muslim Aid.

Surprisingly, GIYC has its own
multi-media production company,
One Islam Productions, and cloth-
ing label, ISRA Night Journey.

Mr Moosa said the youth centre
was becoming so popular that
organisers were planning to build
a larger centre, estimated to cost
about $1.4 million.
❏ The Global Islamic Youth Centre
is open Monday to Saturday for
lunch time prayer, Wednesday
night and Friday afternoon for
main prayers and Saturday morn-
ing for children’s classes.
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0412 163 813

Moorebank Community Centre
Cnr of Maddecks & Lucas Ave (opposite Pre-School)

www.yogaindailylife.org.au moorebank@yogaindailylife.org.au

CLASS TIMETABLE
• GENERAL YOGA CLASS

Thursdays
7.00pm-8.30pm

Saturdays
9.00am-10.30am

Open class for all.
Combination of gentle 

and dynamic yoga 
postures.

• EASY YOGA CLASS
Mondays
7.00pm-8.30pm
Tuesdays
12.30pm-1.30pm

Suitable for beginners 
and those wanting a 

gentle, relaxing class.
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Starts Wednesday 1st February 7-8.30pm
& YOGA& YOGA
MEDITMEDITAATIONTION

8 Week
Course NEW

With prices starting from just $129,000 for a 605 sq m block, 
a place to build your dream home has just become a lot more affordable.

South Coast Land from just $129,000*

Agents interest.  *Average price $169,000 www.longbeachliving.com.au

The bay, the beach, the life.

Nestled between two National Parks, Longbeach Estate is a mere 10 minutes drive from all 
the amenities of Batemans Bay, but only a couple of minutes walk from sensational fi shing, 
bushwalking and the sheltered sands of Long Beach.

The undulating blocks are of generous dimensions, with brand new roads and connections 
to water, electricity and sewerage.

Land of this quality in the Eurobodalla Shire is very rare indeed...and you’ll never fi nd blocks 
at this price again!

House and Land Packages from $365,000
Explore the possibilities of Longbeach Estate and discover just how affordable it is to build 
a quality Masterton Home.

Sales offi ce open 7 days a week. 

Call Cory on 44721800 NOW!

The World’s Premier
Lawn Bowls Shop

with a full size practice rink

• Complete bowls and
accessories range available

• Free underground parking
4km south of Western Motorway at Holroyd
3.5km north of Hume Highway at Lansdowne

ActiveBowls
575 Woodville Road, Guildford NSW
T: (02) 9892 4333
E: info@activebowls.com.au  
W: www.activebowls.com.au

BABY
MANUFACTURER'S
FACTORY SALE

3 DAYS ONLY
2nd to 4th Feb 9am - 4pm

• END OF LINES  
• SAMPLES  

• SECONDS, SLIGHT 
INPERFECTIONS ETC.
Car Seats, High Chairs, Baths,

Change Tables, Prams, Strollers, 
Potties, Door Gates, etc.

110-114 OLD BATHURST RD
EMU PLAINS
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